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nall does not wish to come into the light—he 
wishes that the devil had me; but he never will; 
God is my Saviour. 

Vinall says, “ He cannot believe me,” and yet, 
Iam sure he knows that all | have written of him 
is true. I wish Vinall well, but 1 am sure, that‘he 
is in a delusion, and that his wrath against me is 
cruel; but the Lord says by John, “‘ He that hateth 
his brother is a murderer.” I shall add but little 
more until thisis answered. May the Lord deliver 
Vinall and his confederates from error and delu- 
sion; Vinall’s “‘ hands are defiled with blood, and 
his fingers with iniquity: zs lips have spoken lies, 
his tongue hath muttered perverseness.” Vinall’s 

writings ar¢ lying vanities. 
58 May the Lord bless and comfort the reader, 
and defend and bless the churches, and deliver 
them from seducers. ‘“ Redeem Israel, O God, 
out of all his troubles.” Amen, and Amen. 


O Vinail, remember, I pray for you; though me, 
you curse. 


FINIS. 
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{> The Author apologises to the Public 
for the unusual Number of Quotations with 
which the following Pamphlet is loaded; his 
Object, he trusts, will prove a sufficient Excuse. 
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A 
LETTER 
TO | 
THE ENGLISH ISRAELITE, 
&e. &e. 


SR, 

Ir was naturally to have been 
expected, that the exertions of the London Society 
for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, 
would call forth the observations of some one or 
other of your People; and that, notwithstanding 
the principle. which is known to exist amongst you, 
viz. to avoid any literary discussion upon religious 
topics, some notice would be taken of the operations 
of that Society; and so far from being disposed to 
treat any candid animadyersions upon their views, 
or conduct, with severity, they would have felt 
themselves bound by every consideration, both 
moral and religious, to have received them with 
moderation, attention, and Christian affection; and 
they would have addressed themselves with be- 
coming respect, to refute and to answer whatever, 
in their judgment, might have been erroneous: but 
it was not to be expected that such a Pamphlet 
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as that which has come forth under the Title of 
‘* Observations on the Mission of C. F. Frey for the 
_“ Conversion of the Jews,” could have proceeded 
from the pen of any person who had not Jost al] 
regard for his own character, or the opinion of the 
public. When it was first announced, that this 
Work was about to be published by an “ English 
«Israelite, Author of a Letter to the Parisian San- 
“* hedrim,” I will acknowledge that I, for one, (and, 
I believe, I may add, in common with many others, ) 
felt considerable satisfaction. I had read that Let- 
ter, and therefore supposed, that whatever issued 
from the same pen, would be not only candid and 
manly, but also liberal. I conjectured, and even 
intimated amongst my friends, that the long-sought- 
for and anxiously-expected period was at length 
arrived, when, on the part of the Jews, we should 
be met with something like fair and cogent reason- 
ing; when, at least, we should have a man of sense, 
and a gentleman, to encounter. There is, Sir, in 
that Letter, a spirit of liberality, and freedom of 
sentiment, which excited the most confident ex- 
pectation, that any publication coming from your 
hands, would tend to excite inquiry, and to lead to 
‘a free and fair discussion of the points at issue be- 
tween Jews and Christians: but when I came to | 
see your Observations upon Mr. Frey’s Mission, I 
was much concerned to find that any man, whose 
mind was equal to the composition of the Letter to 


the Parisian Sanhedrim, should have condescended, 
for 
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for any purpose, or for any temporary applause 


amongst his party or people, to compromise his - 


character as a writer, and as an honest man. Well 


may we exclaim with the Prophet Jeremiah, “How 
“is the gold become dim! how is the most fine - 


« gold changed 


The malevolent object which you have in view, 


jis too apparent not to lie open and unmasked even 
to the slightest observation. You wish, Sir, to 
collect into the smallest possible compass, the 
greatest possible number of falsehoods, wilful per- 
versions, and misrepresentations, and to disseminate 
them in a popular style, and at the cheapest rate, 
amongst the lower classes of the Jewish Nation ; for 
you know well enough, that every enlightened and 
well informed mind, whether Jew or Gentile, would 
despise both the pamphlet, and whoever could be 


its author. It is said, indeed, that the Chacham of 


the Portuguese Synagogue patronises you in this 
undertaking; I believe it not: I have some reason 


for thinking that Gentleman (however mistaken in 


his opinions, according to my views) is nevertheless 
a défout and pious man; and therefore I cannot 
persuade myself that he would encourage such a 
Publication as that you have sent into the world. Ido 
not state more than the truth, when I assure you, 
that I have had some hope of seeing in the daily 
A 4 papers, 


Lamentations, iv, 1. 
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papers, your public disavowal of the work in ques- 
tion. The course which you have taken, and the 
object which you have in view, does not permit me 
to enter into any elaborate discussion of the points 
you have touched upon; but I must endeavour to 
confine my thoughts within such a limit, as will 
enable me to make the distribution of the antidote 
co-extensive with the poison; and you will there- 
Fr fore understand distinctly, that in this Letter I shall 
_ do little more than contradict your assertions in de- 
tail, and quote such authorities in confirmation as 


appear applicable. 


Your professed object is * to expose the igno- 
“ rance, folly, and delusion, of Mr. Frey; and to 
_“ shew a reprehensible want of decency on the part 
© of the Freyites in general, who, under the in- 
“ fluence of a false and misguided zeal, are ineffec- 
“tually, yet constantly, attempting, by every in- 
“ sidious and artful means in their power, to make 
“ proselytes of the Members of our ancient Cove- 
“nant.” <A tolerably bold attempt this; we will 
proceed to inquire how you haye executed it. 


In the first place, the Motto to your Title Page is 
somewhat unfortunately chosen; for, if I am not 
mistaken, it is selected from some of those infamous 
and abominable decrees of Council in Jamaica, no- 
minally for the Suppression of Methodists, but 
substantially for the subversion of Corpten: 

whic 


* Sce the title of the Pamphlet in question. 
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- which our belaved Monarch has just rescinded and. 
revoked. Your adoption of a part of these ordi- 
nances, affords, however, some evidence concern- 
ing the nature of that toleration you would extend 
towards Christians, were they at your mercy; and 
that, however you may affect to disavow the autho- 
rity of the Rabbinical Traditions, you have not ; 


abandoned the principles they contain.* A 


; You are not mych more fortunate in your Hebrew | 
Motto. IfI rightly apprehend your meaning, you © 
would insinuate, that Mr. Frey, and the London 
Society, being wholly void of understanding, are ¢ 
to have their backs lacerated by the tremendous * 
scourge of your Observations. When I read this } 
ominous sentence, (being myself a Freyite,) I na- j 
turally began to tremble; but when I had perused * 
the Work itself, my apprehensions soon yanished ; * 5 
for, indeed, Sir, if you intended it as a rod, the é 
lightest twig would inflict a deeper wound; and ¢ 
though one may plainly perceive that you have 4 
the will, you have evidently discovered that you } 
are wholly destitute of the power t» chastise them, | 


_ As you have not condescended to be methodical, 
itis not possible that any one, professing to refute 
you 


* “ Should the Jews ever get the pre-eminence in any nation, we © 
“see, by the Confession of Rabbi Maimon, that the Gentiles, 
“Christians, &c. under their government, must either turn Jews, 
“ or have their throatscut.” See Dr, Clarke’s Translation of Fleury, 
270. Sec also Dr. Wetton’s Mishna, Vol. I. p. 64. 
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you step by step, should be so himself. Your first 
insinuation against Mr. Frey, is by expressing a: 
doubt whether he be a Jewornot. You admit, 
however, that he is reputed to be such. Jews in’ 
general acknowledge the same; and the acrimony’ 


with which you write against and charge him with 
apostacy, is pretty good evidence that you have no 
very serious doubt upon the subject. As Mr. Frey’s 
Narrative is now in the press, which_ will give a 
more circumstantial account of his origin than has 
yet appeared, and as nine-tenths of your aspersions 
would fall to the ground, upon the supposition that 
he was not a Jew, it cannot be necessary to dwell 
upon this point. 1 


You state, *“Ishould never have been induted to 
“nofice the vain or ineffectual efforts of this con- 
“ temptible Preacher, in the course he is pursuing, 
“ nor of his own peculiar disciples, or rather dupes, 
“had not my attention of late been most forcibly 
“« attracted by his more than common (his prophane) 
«ignorance of the sacred language, his gross and 
«vile misapplications of scriptural texts; and, 
“‘ above all, by his quaint and unintelligible mottos, 
« prefixed to the weekly or periodical ebullitions of 
** his strangely disordered mind.” Now, Sir, | pre- 
sume you.will admit, that any person who professes 


to expose the ignorance of another, ought to be 


able to do so; and that, if, after an unqualified 
charge of this nature, he fails in establishing !t, he 
becomes 


* Observations, p. 1. 
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becomes himself doubly ridiculous and contempti= 
ble. I apprehend too, you will acknowledge, that 
it is fair and candid, in making such charges, to 


specify the particular instances, and not to dwell 


upon general assertions, so as to render it impossi- 
ble to refute or explain. If I, for instance, should 
say to you generally, that you had committed seve- 
ral grammatical blunders, and that some of your 


,paragraphs were such complete nonsense, that a 


school-boy ought to be punished for making them, 
instead of pointing out particularly such blunders 
and passages as I have referred to in the note,* I 
take it for granted, you would be inclined to accuse 
me of a want of candour, and to say that I had de- 
parted from every accustomed rule’ of criticism: 

yet, Sir, this, with one or two exceptions, is pre- 
cisely your conduct towards Mr. Frey. You make 
general accusations, and indulge yourself i in wiltul 
falsehoods and misrepresentations, and that in, a 
style and language, which disgrace you. as an ee 
thor, degrade you as a man, and will brand you 
with infamy, wherever and whenever your Pamph- 
let makes its appearance. It is (Proper, beforg I 


* See the English Israelite’s Observations, p. 1, « propltne 


-“ignorance.”—P, 4, ‘ apostacy is seldom the result of any vir- 


“tuous conviction, especially when we can perceive the sinister 
* views,” &c.—P. 5, ‘‘ Hebrew is now so copiously transfused into 
“the pulpit orations of the Tabernacle Doctors, out of compli- 
“ment to Mr. Frey, that it is difficult to say whether és Sermons 
“are Hebrew or English."—P. 21, “I am very far from having 
“even acquired the talcnts of a profound Haebraecian.” 
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12 
enter into particulars, to set you right as to one 
circumstance. Mr. Frey is by no means, as yoy 
seem to imagine, the Primum Mobile of the London 
Society. However “strangely disordered his mind” 
may be, none of the “ weekly ebullitions,” nor any 
of the “ chapters of misconstruction,” have flowed 
from his pen. All his task has been, to insert in 
Hebrew those texts which the respective writers 
had quoted in English. 


It is quite true, that the Committee of the Lon- 
don Society have the highest opinion of Mr. Frey: 
they believe him to be a sincere and pious Chris- 
tian: and so far from their minds being shaken by 
the insinuations which you, and others, throw out, | 
they are quite certain, that were he the hypocriti- 
cal and deceitful character you represent, he would _ 
not, upon that account, become the subject of your 
reprobation. The more abuse is levelled at his 
head, and the greater inveteracy discovered towards 

_ him by the Jews, the more highly will he be es- 
teemed by Christians, and the more deeply rooted 
will he become in their affections. But, Sir, should 
it unfortunately turn out, that the London Society 
have mistaken Mr. Frey’s character, and should they _ 
hereafter experience disappointment respecting 
him, do not vainly imagine that their expectations 
are dependant upon him: their hopes and prospects 


are built upon a foundation which cannot fail; even 
the 
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« the sure Word of Prophecy,”* even the “ Rock 
of everlasting Ages.”+ They put not their trust 
in an arm of flesh, but, confident and certain, from 


‘the uniform tenor of Sacred:-Scripture, that all the 


Kingdoms of the Earth shall become the Kingdoms 


of our God and his Christ, and also assured by the - 
same authority, that this great event cannot happen 


until the Conversion of the Jews takes place, as 
well as affected by the present misery and wretched- 
ness of that unhappy people, they feel it their boun- 
den duty to make some exertions for the promotion 
of this great and glorious object. The secession, or 
even death, of Mr. Frey, would not, therefore, 
ruin or defeat their purpose, although itmight’en- 


feeble their endeavours. They do not expect to 


find him without the frailties of human nature; and 
if, in the event, it should appear, that he was un- 
worthy of their confidence, it will be no cause for 
triumph to you, or to any other Jew; it will only 
add another stigma to your national character. But 
the Society, and its object, would remain the same; 
and though grieved and disappointed, they would 
still pursue their purpose with that confidence which 

can only be infused by the revealed will of God. 
You allege as a general principle,. that all apos- 
tacy is a species of treason;§ and from some pas- 
sages in this Pamphlet, as well as the Letter to the 
Parisian 

* II. Peter, i. 19. + Isaiah, xxvi, 4. | 
} Revelations, xi, 15. § Page 4. 
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add another stigma to your national character. But 
the Society, and its object, would remain the same; 
and though grieved and disappointed, they would 
still pursue their purpose with that confidence which 


_can only be infused by the revealed will of God. 


You allege as a genéral principle, that all apos- 
tacy is a species of treason;§ and from some pas- 
sages in this Pamphlet, as well as the Letter to the 

| | “f Parisian 
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Parisian Sanhedrim, you appear to consider it as 


his religion from that of his father. Indeed, in one 
place,* you seem fairly to acknowledge that your 
adherence to Judaism does not arise from a convic- 
tion that its tenets are true, or its origin divine, 
but merely because you happen to have been born 
within its pale; and you confess, that if you had 


been born under the Gospel Dispensation, you 


should have been as warm an advocate for that, 
Whether the Jews will thank you for your assistance 
upon these grounds, I know not, or whether they 
will like to recognise these principles. _I know that 
many modern Philosophers, and Infidels, are of 
opinion, that all religions are of equal authority, 
and that one is quite as good as another: so says 
Voltaire; so says Volney; and so says Thomas 
Paine; and | think these two productions of yours, 
afford pretty strong ground for believing that you 
are more truly a devotee to the principles contained 
in these, and other authors of the same school, 
than a disciple either of Moses or Jesus Christ. 


But, Sir, have you considered whither this prin- 
ciple leads? It will justify every species of idolatry: 
it is a bitter reproach upon your progenitor Abra- 
ham, upon all the individuals in the Old Testament; 
not only upon those who were converted to the 

| worship 


* See Letter to the Parisian Sanhedrim, p. 39. 


the greatest possible crime, that a man should change . 
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worship of the one and true God, but upon those 
also who in any wise assisted or promoted such con- 
versions. The proposition, however, is the most 


‘monstrous that can be conceived, and requires only 


to be stated to be rejected, and certainly is not 
very reconcileable with the exalted views of tolera-, 


tion you profess in your former Pamphlet to en-. 


tertain.* 


You next state, that Mr. Frey was originally a 


r 


Cobler ; that his principal knowledge consisted of. 


“a'few broken, unconnected scraps of Hebrew, 
“picked up at random.” Now, Sir, you do not. 


affect to know aught of Mr. Frey, except what hé. 


himself thought proper to communicate; and 
e only account of that description is to be found: 
in the Evangelical Magazine for January, 1806. 
I take it for granted, if a man professes to quote a 


book, he is bound to quote it correctly ; and that, 


if he does not, he may fairly be charged with wil-. 
ful falsehood and dishonesty. I also take it for 
granted, that when you quote a man’s account of 
himself, you are bound to take jt as true in every 
respect, except where you can by evidence ali- 
undé prove it to be false. Now in this account 
Mr. Frey states that he was. born at Mainstockheim, 


near Kitzengen, in Franconia—No mighty wonder, 


then, 


* “Here the majestic spirit of Toleration dwells, robed in all 
“ the attributes of heavenly mercy.” Preface to Letter to the 
Parisian Sanhedrim, p. VII. 
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then, if his name was not registered in any of the pa- 
rochial schools at Furt.* It isright, however, to ob- 
serve, that the testimonial of any Jewish Synagogue 
whatever, since Mr. Frey’s profession of the Christian 
Religion, would not convince me that his account 
of himself was false. Mr. Frey also states that his 
father was a respectable Rabbi, of eminent deyo- 
tion, wholly retired from the world, giving up. 
himself entirely to the study of the Jewish Religion; 
that the children were educated strictly according 
to the law of Moses, and the injunctions of the Tal- 
mud; and that himself, and four brothers, being 
intended to become teachers of the Jewish Religion, 
were carefully instructed in its principles ; that at 
six years of age, he could perfectly read the five, 
Books of Moses in Hebrew ; and that at thirteen h 
was admitted into the congregation, when he was 
called upon to determine whether he would devote 
himself to study or trade; that he chose the former, 
pursued his studies till his nineteenth year, became 
a teacher in private families, and continued in that 
capacity about three years. Here, Sir, you per- 
ceive the first twenty-two years of his life were 
‘ spent in the study of the Sacred Scriptures, and 
| the Rabbinical Writings; and you are bound upon 
every fair principle to admit this statement to be 
true. Subsequent to this period, however, and 


not till after he had embraced Christianity, he tells 
you, 


° See Observations, p. 5. N. B. I am informed these places 
are 200 miles from each other. | 
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you, that he learned the trade of a shoemakeg. 
Is this plain and simple relation any thing like me 
story which you have told? And can you ever: 
gain venture to offer yourself to public notice, sfttr 
this glaring and wilful perversion of the truth’? 
Oh, full of all subtlety, ‘and all mischief, thou child 
of the Devil, thou enemy of all Righteousnesg, 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord ?* Instead of picking up Hebrew at randot., 
« after he had quitted the noble science of heel-ta 
“ ping,” you find that he had a regular previous eds 
cation of little less than twenty years. Before I q ‘it 
this part of the subject, it may be necessary to say a 
word or two upon the question of credulity. You 
seem to consider the Freyites at large, as neither 
more nor less than a groupe of credulous dupes, 
who have nocapacity for discrimination, but belieye 
every absurdity that is told them. Whatever opi- 
nion you may entertain of the religious principles 
of the Missionary Society, I dare say you would not 
venture to assert, that no one of the numerous 
Ministers in that connection, were sufficiently learn- 
ed to form an opinion of Mr. Frey’s abilities, or to 
judge of his knowledge in the Hebrew Language. 
Supposing then this to be the case, can you believe 
that these Ministers would risque their character for 
learning and discretion with the public, by setting 
up Mr. Frey to translate those Hebrew Scriptures, 
and preach from Hebréw and Greek authorities, with-__ 
out having first ascertained his competency to such a 
5 task? 


* Acts xii, 10. 
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task? If your credulity wilisuffer you toimagine this, 
it Is most unquestionably of an higher order than 


any possessed by the Freyites: and there is no mar- | | 


vellous circumstance in their creed, half so impro- 
bable as the presumption of such a monstrous ab- 
surdity. But supposing that Mr. Frey knew little 
of Hebrew when he came to this country, is it not 
notorious that, since, he has been here for seven 
years, he has been wholly and incessantly occupied 
in studying Jewish and Christian Commentators up- 
on the Old Testament. Allowing him, therefore, 
only a common capacity, why may he not now have 
attained competent information upon the subject ? 
Besides, if he is soignorant, if he is so unacquainted 
with the subject he has undertaken, why do you 
not detect and expese him? He shrinks not from 
observation. Does he invent the authorities he 
quotes? or do you want the will, if you had the 
power, to refute him ? Witness this first and fecble at- 
tempt! Mr. Frey has now been four years 
preaching to the Jews, who have generally allowed 
him tobe a good Hebrezist, although they cor- 
demned him for turning Christian. It has remain- 
ed for the “ English Israelite ” alone to challenge 
his knowledge in this way ; with what propriety we 
shall presently see. 


The only instance, however, in which you ven- 
ture to call this knowledge in question, is in the 


word >1w37; and which you sav he has either inten- 
tionally 
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tionally or ignorantly misspelt, or substituted. 
Now you have not condescended to inform us in 
the room of what other word he has substituted it; 
but you allege this as a proof of hisignorance. In 
refutation of this objection, it is only necessary to 
say, that the word intended to be used, is the name 
of one of the Judges or Prophetesses in Israel; and 
if you will take the trouble of looking into your 
Hebrew Bible, (provided you can read it,) in the 
fourth chapter of Judges, and the first verse, and 
other places, you will there find the word spelt pre- 
cisely in the same way. If you are not hardened 
against every sense of proper feeling, you will 
blush for shame; for either your ignorance of the 


Hebrew Scriptures (to use your own words) is, in- | 


deed, ‘“‘ more than common,” or else your heart is 
more than ordinarily base. It is right, however, 
‘Sir, for me to say, that I do not understand Hebrew: 
but, before I ventured to write thus much, I shew- 
ed the tract in question to two or three Ministers, 
inand out of the establishment, learned in the 
Hebrew tongue, who fully justify Mr. Frey’s accu- 
racy, and expressed their astonishment at your izno- 
rance and impudence it hazarding the accusation. 
I am not fond of using violent language; and so far 
from wishing to repress, the London Society court 
discussion > but can any thing be conceived ittore 
unworthy, more mean, or more despicable, than 
the conduct you have pursued towards Mr. Frey ? 
It is right, also, to say, that ignorant as Mr Frey is, 
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task? If your credulity wilisuffer you toimagine this, | 
it is most unquestionably of an higher order than 
any possessed by the Freyites: and there is no mar- 
vellous circumstance in their creed, half so im pro- 
bable as the presumption of such a monstrous ab- 
surdity. But supposing that Mr. Frey knew little 
of Hebrew when he came to this country, is it not 
notorious that, since, he has been here for seven 
years, he has been wholly and incessantly occupied 
in studying Jewish and Christian Commentators up- 
onthe Old Testament. Allowing him, therefore, 
only a common capacity, why may he not now have 
_ attained competent information upon the subject ? 
Besides, if he is soignorant, if he is so unacquainted 
with the subject he has undertaken, why do you 
not detect and expese him? He shrinks not from 
observation. Does he invent the authorities he 
quotes? or do you want the will, if you had the 
power, torefute him ? Witness this first and feeble at- 
tempt! Mr. Frey has now been four years 
preaching to the Jews, who have generally allowed 
him tobe a good Hebrzist, although they con- 
demned him for turning Christian. It has remain- 
ed for the “ English Israelite” alone to challenge 
his knowledge in this way ; with what propriety we 
shall presently see. | 


The only instance, however, in which you ven- 
ture to call this knowledge in question, is in the 


word 37; and which you say he has either inten- 
tionally 
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tionally or ignorantly misspelt, or substituted. 
Now you have not condescended to inform us in 
the room of what other word he has substituted it; 
but you allege this as a proof of hisignorance. Jn 
refutation of this objection, it is only necessary to 
say, that the word intended to be used, is the name 
of one of the Judges or Prophetesses in Israel; and 
if you will take the trouble of looking into your 
Hebrew Bible, (provided you can read it,) in the 
" fourth chapter of Judges, and the first verse, and 
other places, you will there find the word spelt pre- 
cisely in the same way. If you are not hardened 
! against every sense of proper feeling, you will 
blush for shame; for either your ignorance of the 
Hebrew Scriptures (to use your own words) is, in- 
deed, ‘‘ more than common,” or else your heart is 
more than ordinarily base. It is right, however, 
Sir, for me to say, that I do not understand Hebrew: 
but, before I ventured to write thus much, I shew- 
ed the tract in question to two or three Ministers, 
inand out of the establishment, learned in the 
Hebrew tongue, who fully justify Mr. Frey’s accu- 
racy, and expressed their astonishment at your igno- 
rance and impudence it hazarding the accusation. 
I am not fond of using violent language ; and so far 
from wishing to repress, the London Society court 
discussion > but can any thing be conceived more 
unworthy, more mean, or more despicable, than 
the conduct you have pursued towards Mr. Frey ? 
It is right, also, to say, that ignorant as Mr Frey is, 
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J 
he challenges you, or any er Jew in England, 
(ashe has frequently done before,) to a public 
disputation, provided only that such disputation be 
managed upon such principles, and under such re- 
gulations, as will effectually guard against misre- 
presentation. What say you, Sir? will youaccept 
the challenge ? If not, hide your head in conscious 
shame, and ncver again obtrude yourself upon 
public notice. 
- You expressly charge Mr. yey with hypocrisy, 
and being actuated alone by motives of interest ; 


and you have attributed the same motives to the | 


Society with which he 1s connected. What pros- 
pect of advantage could Mr. Frey have had in quit- 
ting his native country, in >A to become a Mis- 
sionary to Africa? For you might have learned 
from the same account in the Evangelical Maga- 
zine, that such was his original object. Do you 
think that the patient labours and sufferings of Mis- 
sionaries in Foreign Countries, hold out much en- 
couragement to an ambitious or avaricious mind? 
Why he did not pursue that plan, you are told by 
the Directors of the Missionary Society, viz. that 
they, “ considering as a converted Jew, he might 
‘“‘ probably become a suitable perscn to preach the 
« Gospel to his brethren, determined on his staying 
“in England.”* Being so devoted, and giving up 


his time to the preaching of the Gospel, er that 
| 100, 


* Evangelical Magazine for January, 1806. 
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too, by the way, in a very exemplary manner, ard 
far superior to many who are disposed to criticise 
him, ) ought he not, as well as other Ministers, to 
be supported by it? To you, Sir, who think that 
every man ought to die in the Religion in which he 
was born and educated, it may appear strange that 
persons should be found who so devote themselves 
for the cause of Religion: but there are hundreds 
who do this every year, and that without the most 
distant prospect of advantage. And will you allow 
me to ask what possible advantage the other indivi- 
duals who compose the London Society can possibly 
have in view? 


In a work from so learned a person as your- 
self, one would have expected to have seen some- 


thing like a masterly defence of the Rabbinical 


Traditions. Very adroitly, however, youslip round 


that corner, and* (as if the subject were too tender 


to dwell upon) you leave the Rabbies to defend 


their Doctrines from such Assailants as well as they 


can, and which yeu little doubt they are fully able 
to do ;, and you wish to ask whether the Jewish Tra- 
ditions are not every way superior to the trash of a 
“canting Hypocrite,” or to the “ Pulpit Rantings” 
of a “ sermonizing Cobler.” Now I have already 
shewn that Mr. Frey never wasa Cobler. | deny 
that he is a canting Hypocrite, which is sufficient 
until you prove him to be one; and assert, that 
What you call Pulpit Rantings, are (subject to’ the 
infirraity 


* See Observations, p. 10. | 
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infirmity ofall human com positions ) sensible and 
well arranged Expositions both of the Old and New 
Testament; and of this opinion are many Divines 
of the Episcopal Church of England, with whose 
friendship you must know Mr. Frey ishonored. But 
could I accede to your ideas of Mr. Frey’s perform- 
ances, I should still say the Jewish Traditions were 
not superior to them. I shouldstill assert, that no- 
thing could be worse than such Traditions, nothing 
more blasphemous, nothing more contrary to the 
revealed will of God.* I am aware that they con- 
tain also many excellent truths, and, like the com- 
mentaries of Christians, and the writings of men in 
all ages, are intitled to respect so far as they are 
consistent with the Scriptures; but still they are 
human productions, and are not, as the Jews say, 
to be taken as of equal or superior authority to those 
Scriptures; and their authority, even as human pro- 
ductions, is weakened, and they are in themselves 
become contemptible, from the mixture of trash 
which is found in them. Of this opinion was the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with respect to the Jewish Tradi- 


tions extant at hisday. ‘“ Laying aside the Com- 
mandments 


* As to the observance of the Sabbath, it is said, “ that if any 
thing was to be done which one man could do alone, as remov- 
ing a light piece of wood, if two removed it together, they were 
“ both free, that is, neither of them broke the Sabbath, because 
“ neither of them did the work singly.” Dr. Wotton, Vol. I. p. 
60. See also as to the keeping of Vows, Nedarim, ix. 1, and 
5, 6; and Baba Kama passim, | 
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« mandments of God, ye hold the Traditions-of 
« Men;’™* and they have been much corrupted 


since then. You know, Sir, (if you know anyi 


thing upon the subject,) that many of the Tradi- 
tions are too indecent to meet the public eye ;f 
and others of them more absurd than the wildest of 


the Monkish Legends, or of the Mahometan Vi- 


sions.} 


B 4 You 


* Mark vil. 8. f Dr. Wotton’s Miscellanea, Vol. f p. 94. 
t Aba barba Chana relates, “ that he saw a bird standing in 


“ the sea, and that the water could not reach to its ancle, though 


‘“ the head of the bird reached to the clouds, and though the waters 


“ were so deep that a man having cast in an axe about seven years: 


“before the Rabbi was there, it had not reached the bottom:” 


Baba bathra, p. 73.—The same author mentions “ a large fish, 


“ which had swallowed a frog as large as sixty villages; but there 
“came a female raven, and picked up and flew away with the 


“ fish:” Baba bathra, p, 73.—Speaking of the great fast mention- 
ed in Pesachim, the author says, “ that the sixth course will be 


“ salted cow’s flesh, which cow was created on the Friday of the. 
“ Creation, but that God fearing that the great Behemotly should 
“procreate such great calves as himself, he killed the cow, and 
“ salted it for a feast to the clect of God:” Baba bathra, p. 74.— 
“ A certain Rabbi, making a voyage beyond sea, he looked into 
“the sea, and beheld angels cutting and sawing of diamonds and 
“sapphires, &c. He asked the angels what they were doidg? 
“ They made answer, that those were the diamonds and sapphites, 
“&c, for to build the Temple and the City of Jerusalem, At 
“which the Rabbi being rejoiced, told this tale to one of his dis- 
“ciples, who answered him, that whereas a diamond as large us 
“a small nut is worth immense riches, how could it then be hos 
“sible to find such large ones in the sea? At these words ihe 
“ Rabbi cast his eyes on him, and cursed him, till he becAme 
" immediately a heap of bones.” Sanhedrim, p. 170. i 
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You know too, or ought to know, that these 
Traditions are held to be more sacred than the Law 
-itself;* and that, unless you are a Charaite, this is 
your own belief. If you are a Charaite, I need 
not tell you what the Jews in general think of you. 
‘But it isno more than justice towards you, to ac- | 
| knowledge, that, upon a former occasion, you was no 
violent advocate for these Traditions ; and you cer- 
tainly then had some little doubt whether the Rabbies 
coulddefend them, and thus express yourself: “Had 
“‘ your attention been directed to revise and amend 
“ some of our Talmudic Laws, not less inconsistent 
‘* than in many instances at variance with the Laws of — 
‘‘ Moses, not only the Jews of France and Italy, but | 
“« of all the other parts of Europe and of Asia, might 
“ then feel less tenacious in yielding their assent to 
“ sucha reform, which, if wisely and properly manag- 
« ed, could not fail to restore our Religion toits primi- 
“tive purity and excellence. Time and habit, it 
‘ must be confessed, hast lent its sanction to some 

* In Baba Mezia, p. 33, it is said, “that by reading and me- 
“ ditating in the Talmud, you receive the greatest reward from 
“ God; for the least reward is expected from the Pentateuch."— 
In Misbeach Hassaha, “ that you have no foundation from the 
“ written Law, but from the oral.”—In Caphtor Upharach, “ that 
“the Scribes are more worthy than the Prophets.”—In Amudy 
Agola, “ think not that the chief Law consists in the written; 90 
‘the contrary, it consists in the oral Law, for in the oral Law 
“ the Lord made his Covenant.” In Massecheth Sopherim, Ch. sv- 
Fol. 13. Col. 2, “the written Word is like Water, the Mischna like 
“ Wine; aiid the six Sederim, or Gemarah, are like spiced Wine.” 
See also Dr. Prideaux’s Connection, Vol. II. p. 387. 

+ This passage exhibits ancther instance of the propriety with 
which the English Israelite sets up for a eritic. 
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« few errors and superstitions connected with both 
ouroral and traditional Laws, which neither the 
“ ty revilings ofa Voltaire, nor the more elaborateand 
pointed ridéeste of a Gibbon, couldever induce us 
“ torenounce. But if our Religion has thus happily 
withstood the raillery of some, and persecution 
« of others, it is unquestionably more owing to the 
« divine protection with which it has been favored, 
« than to any superior virtue or merit that can be 
“claimed on the part of its Professors and Fal- 
“lowers. The Truth is, many of our former Rab- 
bies and Doctors, actuated, as I would willingly 
“ hope and believe, by the most laudable and praise- 
“ worthy motives, have, by a mistaken sense of 
“ piety, or the duties they were appointed to fulfil, 
« done more to weaken and impair, than tostrengthen 
“the Religion they were so anxious to defend. I 
“mean by their many laboured, forced, and unna- 
« tural constructions of the plain and manifest sense 
“and meaning of several Passages in our Holy 
“ Writ. Had your august Emperor committed to you 
“the directorship and power of regulating certain 
“‘ Ceremonials attached to our Worship, and adapt- 
“ ing these to the Language and Customs of the dif- 
“ ferent Countries we now inhabit, without tramp- 
“ling upon the Mosaic Institutes, some benefit 
“might have been derived to us, and to our posteri- 
“ty ; whereas your alterations and decisions do not 
‘apply to the correction of the abuses in our Tual- 
mudic Laws, byt to the suspension and supersed- 
“ Ing 
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“ing those of the Pentateuch. The emendation, 
“« mostly required on these points, relate principally 
‘* to the opinions of our ancient Doctors and Rabbies, 
“ who were not agreed even among themselves as to 
‘* either their physical, political, or moral efficacy ; 
‘notwithstanding they have found their way, as 
‘< dogmas of no inconsiderable importance, even in our 
“ Books of Common Prayer.’’* | 

To what extent the Jews will feel themselves ob- 
liged by this declaration, I know not: this I know, it 
is very convenient to have a judgment so very ac- 
commodating, as to vary with the exigencies of the 
cause you wi:h to support, and looks vastly more 
_ dike canting hypocrisy, than any thing I have yet 

seen in Mr. Frey. 


Speaking of the tract intitled “ Deborah,” you 
“say,t the phrase, Abraham a Friend of God, is notal- 
together suited to your Jewish notions of reverence 
and veneration for the Supreme Omnipotence; 
you profess to be acquainted with the New Tes- 
tament, and, like the Devil,f can quote Scrip- 
ture when it answers your purpose; but, had you 
read it toany good effect, you would have known, 
that in the Christian Scriptures, Abraham 1s ex- 

pressly 


* See Letter to the P-frisian Sanhedrim, p. 2 and 27. 
| + Pagell. 
t Thus Satan, when tempting our Lord Jesus Christ, quoted 
Psalm xci. 11 and 12. See St. Matthew, iv. 6. 
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pressly styled* (as we say by the Holy Ghost, we, 
that is, the Church of England as wellas Dissenters ) 
the Friend of God, and consequently you would 
have seen the propriety of a Christian intimating to 
‘ Jew, how closely the two Scriptures were con- 
nected, and how the one illustrates and harmonizes 
with the other. Isit, however, in the New Testa- 
ment alone, that Abraham is styled the Friend of 


God? Now, Sir, have recourse to your Bible 


again, and read the following passages. “ Art not 
« thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabi- 
“tants of this land before thy people Israel, and 
“ gavest it to the Seed of Abraham thy Friend for 
“ ever ?”+—* But thou Israel art my servant Jacob, 


‘whom I have chosen, the Seed of Abraham my 
“ Friend.”t{ Yousee, Sir, that Jehoshaphat and’ 


Isaiah (tolerably devout men in their day ) were not 
alarmed at the expression. Will you prefer ac- 
knowledging your ignorance of these passages, or that 
you intentionally omitted to mention them? But, 
Sir, when you charge Mr. Frey with misquotations, 
misapplications, and misconstructions, what are wé 
to say to you for the wilful perversion of the tract 
entitled “‘ Deborah to the Remnant of Israel ?” You 
allege that the Jews are said “ to be under thé 
“curse denounced in Deut. xxvii. 26; and that as 
“no possible remedy is afforded, nothing can pos- 
“sibly redeem you from the influence of that curse.” 
— Isit possible that you can be so ignorant as not to 
sce that the writer of that tract (and as you yenerate 


the 
* St. James, li, 23. 


+ IT, Chronicles, xx. 7. t Isaiah, xli, 8. 
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the established Church so highly, I will tell you that 
the author was a Female,. and wife of a most re- 


_ spectable Clergyman in that Establishment, and no 
Fanatic ) meant to inculcate the idea, that no legal 


atonement could be made; that, according to the 
Mosaical Law, an atonement was necessary, anda 
sacrifice must be offered up? Such atonement and 
sacrifice could only be made and offered up at Jeru- 
salem; that, therefore, Jews could now offer up 


none such; and that herein was the plain declara- 


- tion of Jehovah, that the Mosaical Dispensation was 
at an end, and that consequently Messiah was come.* 
But did she leave you thus comfortless? Did she 
say that nothing could possibly redecm you from 
the influence of that curse? “I would further in- 
*‘ treat you seriously to consider, that it was by 
*« Jooking up at the brazen Serpent, which signifies 
‘‘ in itself a curse, or one that should be accursed 
© for our sakes, that your Fathers, were healed in the 
Wilderness: so might you likewise be healed of 
“ your sins by receiving Christ. But as your Fa- 
“thers rejected and loathed the manna in the 
“Wilderness, so have you rejected the true anti- 
“type, that Bread of Life, whose body was broken 


“ for the redemption ofthe world, and whose blood 


‘< was poured out as one great and all-sufficient sa- 
crifice forsin.”+ Now, Sir, will you acknowledge 
that you overlooked this passage ? that you did not 


understand it? or that ycu intentionally passed it 
by? 


—* Daniel, ix. 27. + Sce London Society’s Tract, No, I. p. 7: 
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by? Take which course you please, it is quite 
immaterial to me. Your credit and character as an 
author, andasa man, will remain equally respectable, 


I amaware that the Jews in general, believe that the 
Laws of Moses are to be of eternal duration; and you 
quote Jer. XxXi. 39, and ask, with an air of triumph, 
“ Howthen can these deluded Fanatics, who are 
“constantly aiming to seduce this people, as they 
“vainly imagine, into a belief of their own vision- 
“ ary notions, reconcile with their sublime ideas of 
“its universal Apostacy, the unanswerable and un- 


“refutable declaration and promise of the Holy 


“ One of Israel, contained in the above Scripture.’’* 
It is very dificult to know what you mean by 
this Passage. That the Jews do not exist as a 
Nation at this Moment, is quite clear; andI need 
only cite the following Extract from your own 
Letter to the Parisian Sanhedrim.¢ ‘“ We are nota 
“nation within a nation, but in the present history 
“of the world, and almost ever since our disper- 
“sion, we have always considered ourselves a com- 
“ponent part of the nations with whom we reside.” 


You are exceedingly fond of the term Fanatics, 
-Fanaticism, &c. and which you have probably learn- 
ed from Voltaire, and his successors in the Infidel 


World; but I will, in support of the opinions of 
the 


* Observations, p. 22. + Page 21. 
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the Freyites, asto this point, cite you the authority 
of an English Divine,* who also isin the Episcopal 
Church, and who, by his learning and liberality, 
would have adorned any Church in any age, and 
moreover is no Fanatic. What then is the infa- 
“ tuation of the Jew, who supposes the Law of Moses 
“ to be everlasting, contrary to the very words of 
“the Lord, delivered by the mouth of the prophet 
“ Jeremiah ?’’*+ Hear what another Divine: of the 
Church of England said in the year 1730. “ The 
Jews, therefore, are in no wise justified in object- 
“ ing against the Christian Doctrine, that it tended 
“‘ to change the customs which Moses delivered to 
“them. Moses never cautioned them against such 
‘an attempt: their own Prophets not only suggest- 
“ed to them that there might, but also expressly 

“ told them that there should, be such a change.”t 


Do you not know that for 1800 years it has been 
the belief of all Christians (however they may differ 
upon other points) that the Mosaical Dispensation 
was at an end, and that in Jesus Christ, as the one 
and true Messiah, all the types and shadows were 
fulfilled ? and have all those been Fools and Fana- 
tics, although even all the Archbishops, Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, of the Established Church of 
England, are included in the number ? You may 


here imagine I have made a mistake ;_ for in your 
judgment 


* Archdeacon of Stafford’s View of the Pulapheties, p. 216. 
+ Jeremiah, xxxi, 31. Bullock’s Sermons, p. 145. 
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judgment you have found a sincere, learned and 


pious Christian, “ who is of the same opinion with 


yourself.” I have not the honour of knowing that 


Gentleman, or the means he has had of acquiring . 
literature: I only know that, unfortunately, I was 
led by curiosity, and through your quotation, to pur- 
chase the work you alluded to in your Pamphlet, 
and I arrived at the Bookseller’s just at the time he 
was packing them up, to return them to the author, 
for want of buyers. Your Publication may, how- 
ever, either intentionally, or unintentionally, be 
the means of rescuing the work from oblivion. 
Learning, however, does not appear to me to shine 
forth in every page, or to be its conspicuous charac- 
teristic. Nor could I, without the assistance of an 
English Israelite, have discovered either the since- 
rity or piety of the Author. With Mr. Witherby, 
however, I have little to do, and shall only request 
him to reconcile the following passage with the con- 
duct of St. John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, and the 
Apostles. ‘ The efforts of the Gentile Nations are, 
“and I firmly believe, ever will be, impotent and 
“vain for the Conversion of the Jews. Such at- 
“tempts are Anti-Christian ; for in the execution 
“of their proposed achievement, they uniformly 


-"endeavour to do that which is as hostile: to the 


“ Doctrines of the New Testament, as it is to the 
“ Old, viz. they endeavour to seduce the Members 
“ of your Nation, as Antiochus did before them, to 


“commit the greatest sin that a Jew can commit, 
“namely 
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“namely, torenounce Circumcision, and the ob. 
“ servance of your Sabbath, and to cease to obey 
“ that holy Law given exclusively to your Nation 
« by the only true God.*” 


If it be true that “ Jehovah of Hosts alone can ef- 
“ fect any alteration in Israel his People,’’+ does not 
that same Jehovah work by means ? If Mr. W. bea 
Christian, does not faith come by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God ?t If he be a learned 
man, I have opposed to him two at least as learned! 
If you think Mr. Witherby’s opinion and work 
any acquisition to you, I believe you will not be — 
much envied either by Jew or Christian. 


You are pleased to be witty upon the idea of Mr. 
Frey’s writing a Grammar, and upon the list of his 
Subscribers. If you had read the list correctly, you 
would have found that, besides many respectable 
Clergymen, there were two of the most learned 
of the English Bishops in the number. You might 
also, if truth had been your object, have noticed 
that there were two Clergymen upon the Committee 
of the London Society ; and you may now see in 
the list of Subscribers annexed to the first half year- 
ly Report of the Society,§ several more. These too, 


I suppose, are all Fanatics. 
The 


* Observations, p. 16. + Ibid. p. 18. 

t Romans, x. 17. 
§ Now published and sold. by Black, Parry, and Kingsbury, 
No. 7, Leadenhall Street. 
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The great complaint, however, (and which have 
reserved till nearly the last,) is, that Christians 
should make any exertion whatever to convert Jews 
to Christianity ; in yourlanguage, to debauch them, 
_yiz. to debauch them into the reception of the mild 
spirit of the Gospel Scripture: this is a curious il- 
lustration of the term, and somewhat different from 
Dr. Johnson. I presume you will admit that it 
jis quite proper that a man should act up to the 
tenets of whatever religion he professes to believe 


in, and that, so long as he pursues this course, he: 
is entitled to the reputation of consistency, and to 


be respected as a consistent character : if, therefore, 
I should shew that the New Testament inculcates the 
duty upon Christians, of promoting the Doctrine of 
that Religion, I should suppose you would hardly 
venture to revile a Christian as a Fanatic, for obey- 
ing such precepts as these. ‘“ What knowest thou, 
“O wife, whether thou shalt save thy Husband ; or 
“how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt 
“save thy wife ?”* “ Look not every man on his 
“ own things, but every man also on the things of 
“ others.”+ He which converteth the sinner from 
“ the error of his way, shall save a soul from death, 


“and hide a multitude of sins.”{ But is this duty 


inculcated in the New Testament alone? “ Thou 


‘shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
Cc suffer 


* I. Corinthians, vii. 16 + Philippians, ii. 4. 
James, v. 20: and see also the following texts: I. Cor.ix. 22. 
and x, 33.—Gal. vi. 1.--Rom. xi. 13 and 14,.—Jude, 23. 
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suffer sin upon him.”* “ He that winneth souls, is 
“ wise.”t “ They that be wise, shall shine as the 
“ brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn 
“many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and 
“ ever.”’t 


You seem much charmed with the good sense, and 
peaceful and humane demeanor, of the Episcopal 
Church and its Ministers, ‘‘ who were not amongst 
“‘ the most active and violent opponents to your re- 
“ ligious System, and who never intermeddle in an 
‘indecent manner with any of the sacred Creeds or 
Doctrines of your ancient Faith.”§ How far those 
Members of that Church who have as yct been mere’ 
spectators of the exertions of the London Society, 
will thank you for this Compliment, I cannot tell.{ 
If the foregoing Scriptures have any authority, | 
should think they would feel rather aukwardly. To 
them I would reply in the words of a venerable 
Bishop of the same Church, and who was no Fanatic: 
 O gracious and divine zeal, the kindly warmth and 
“vital temper of Piety, whither hast thou with- 


| drawn 
* Leviticus, xix. 18. + Proverbs, xi. 30. 
t Daniel, xu. 3. § Observations, p. 12. 


q Neither am I quite sure that the Missionary Society will be 
highly gratified with the following eulogium: “ I feel much ob- 
“ liged to the Directors of the Missionary Society for declining the 
« proposal submitted to them by Mr. Frey, with respect to taking 
“ the poor Children of Jewish Parents, in order to educate them 
‘as Christians.” Observations, p. 9. They may, perhaps, be 
disposed to exclaim with the Trojan of old, ‘“ ‘Timeo Danaos et 
‘* Dona ferentes.” 
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« drawn thyself from the cold hearts of men? Or 
«is this according to the just constitution of the old 
« and decrepit age of the world into which we are 
« fallen ? How many are there that think there is no 
« Wisdom but in a dull indifferency, and choose ra- 


“ther to freeze than-burn! How quick and appre-_ 


« hensive are men in Cases of their own indignities! 
how insensible of their Saviour’s 


But, Sir, 1s it again necessary to inform you, that 
the greatest number of persons who compose the 
London Society, are amongst the most strenuous 
defenders and supporters of that Establishment. To 
convince you that Fanatics alone have not entertain- 
ed the idea of attempting the Conversion of the Jews, 
and that the London Society have not much mis- 
taken their way, I request you will peruse the work 
of another learned Bishop of the English Church,t 
and wherein you will perceive he was of opinion, 
that some degree of compulsion, as to hearing the 
word preached at least, was quite consistent with 
Spirit of the Gospel. I suppose too, that, in 
your estimation, the efforts of the Society for the 
Propagation of Christian Knowledge in Foreign 
Parts, and of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
the former of which is exclusively carried on by the 
Established Church, and the latter by the Established 
Church and Dissenters in Christian Union, are alike 

C2 to 


| * Bishop Hall’s Works, Vol. II. p. 3 66. 
+ Kidder on the Messiah, Part Ill, chap. 1}. 
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to be ascribed to fanaticism, enthusiasm, &c. You, 
no doubt, generous, liberal Man! think it isa pity 
that the poor Hottentots, Hindoos, and Heathen 
Idolaters of every description, who worship Stocks 
and Stones, should be ‘“debauched’’* into “ the 
mild Spirit of the Gospel Scripture,’’+ and be- 
come Apostates from the faith of their Fathers, and 
Traitors to the Religion of their Country. But you 
will probably ask-with surprize, if I will compare 
these people with Jews, who worship the one and 
true God, with whom are the Oracles; and you will 
cry out,; “ The Temple of the Lord, The Temple 


of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord are these! © 


But, as a Christian, I am bound to say, that a Jew 
is in a more dangerous state than these, unless he 
couid make the legal atonement, and especially 
those who do not strictly adhere to the Mosaical Law; 
and who does ? for the infatuated and ignorant na 
tions I have alluded to, are deprived of the means 
of knowing the truth, which the Jew possesses ; and 
as a Christian, I am bound to believe what Jesus 
Christ said, viz. ‘« That Servant which knew his Lord’ 
¢ will, and did it not, shall be beaten with many 


 stripes.”§ I may add, that those who do not thus 
believe, may be Jews, Infidels, or Atheists, but 


they cannot be Christians. 


But these exertions are said to be vain, and futile. 


Why then are you sosevere? why so enraged! and 
$0 
* Observations, p. 13 


+ Letter to the Parisian Sauhedrim, p. ‘43. 
t Jeremiah, vil. 4. & Luke, xii.447. 
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so much more so against the London Society, than 
even the Missionary Society @ TI assure you, Sir, 
we take great credit to ourselves for having roused 
this spirit, and hail it as a sure omen of success; 
that whilst Gcd is terribly shaking the nations, he 
has not forgotten his ancient people. To \those, 
Sir, who, with you, believe all religions of equal 
authority, or, in other words, have no religion at 
all, any thing like an anxiety for the promulgation 
of one’s own principle of faith, is, no doubt, a great 
mystery : a sincere Mussulman, or Papist, is, Row. 
ever, a preferable charactertosuch.. But, Sir,it is 
absolutely impossible for a man to have a true and 
lively faith in Christ Jesus,” to experience “ Christ 
“ formed in his heart the hope of glory,’* and yet 
to remain indifferent as to the faith of his fellow- 
creatures. The Christian knows that in Jesus Christ 
all nations shall be blessed.f That there is none other 
name under Heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.t How then, Sir, can the man 
who thus believes, be careless whether his fellow- 
creatures believe in Christ or not, or neglect to use 
all the means within his power, and which Scripture 
authorizes, to induce him thereto? To this lively and 
active principle is to be ascribed the pleasing circum- 
Stance, that at the first public meeting of the London 


‘Society, a Jew,§ who hasbeen converted to Christiani- 


C 3 ty, 


"Colossians, i, 27. + Galatians, in. 8. Acts, 12. 


§ This person is net in connection with, or receiving benefit in 
rade, or otherwise, from, either the Missionary or Londow Societies. 
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ty, having in his own heart experienced the bless- 
ings and consolatory truths of the Gospel, came for- 
_ward with a donation of 51. towards the support of 
the Society, anxious (to use his own language) to 
assist in imparting to his Brethren of the House of 
Israel, ashare of that happiness which he had himself 
experienced: and this will ever be the case with 
those who possess true Christianity. See the So- 
clety’s Report above alluded to. 


Further, with respect to the propriety of the at- 
tempt at this period in particular, it may be observ- 
ed, that the calculations of all Jews who wrote con- 
cerning the time of their Messiah’s appearance, 
previous to the birth of Jesus Christ, have expired. 
Modern Jews profess inability to make any calcula- 
tion upon the subject: witness the curse in the Tal- 
mud of all that shall attempt it:* and. Christian 
commentators almost uniformly agree, that the time 
is fast approaching, when the Conversion of the 
Jews is to take place: for this I will refer youto | 
three other learned Clergymen of the Church of 
England, and one of the Church of Scotland.f 


Butare there no circumstances of encouragement? 


Yes, Sir, to the glory of our Jehovah, and for the full 
confirmation 


* Maimonides H. Melachim, c. 12. 

+ Faber’s Dissertation on the Prophecies. Dr. Buchanan’s Star 
in the East. The Reverend Greville Ewing’s Essays to the Jews. 
The Reverend T. Fry's Sermon preached betore the London So 
ciety, 22d of May, 1809. 
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confirmation of those who confide in the faithfulness 
of his promise, there are sufficient evidences that we 
shall not labour in vain. You will observe, Sir, that 
so as a Jew be converted to Christianity, it is (in our 
judgment ) equally a symptom of the near approach | 


ofthe great event, which must happen ifGod is faith- 


ful, whether he be converted through our instrumen- 


tality, or that of any other Society. What say you to. 
the Baptism of the eldest Son of the late Benjamin — 
Goldsmid, and that, too, by the “ terrible Fanatic” 


‘Mr. Owen, of Fulham! The Baptism of Mr. Isaac 
' Littieter amongst the Unitarians? The Baptism of 


Samuel Pindar Jacobs, in Silver Street Chapel, on the 
8th of the present month, and who-was converted un- 
der the ‘‘ unintelligible” preaching of Mr. Frey ? 
This young man is no vagabond, but bids fair to be- 
come a credit to any religious society. What say 
you, Sir, to the two Jews who are coming over from 
Berlin? And what say you to all the other Jews 
whom, though neither of the two Societies have yet 


_ seen fit to baptise, yet they prove very powerfully 


the sincerity of their conviction to the truth of 
Christianity, and their steady adherence to the pro- 
fession which they have made, notwithstanding all 
the bitter persecution they have experienced from 
their Brethren in the Flesh, and the cruelty they 
have in consequence been compelled to endure. 
Ifthe attempts are so very vain and futile, why was 
it necessary for Mr. Abraham Goldsmid to send 


young Barnett to America, where I have the plea- 


C 4 ' sure 


sure to tell you that he now professes Christianity? 


One word or two upon the subject of Charity. In 
your Observations,* you ask whether the Freyites 
will succour a distressed Israelite who refuses to em- 
brace Christianity: but in your Letter to the Pari- 
sian Sanhedrim,t you ask two very different ques- 
tions: “Is there not a moral and physical affinity 
“ between the Christians and Jews? Is not the 
‘* poor Jew often assisted and relieved by Christian 
* benevolence?” These passages afford another 
instance of your consistency with yourself. It is 
sufficient for me, at least, that you areas good evi- 
dence one way asthe other. But, Sir, you know 
Jews would be relieved as such by Christians as much 
as others, though not by the London Society in their 
public character. With respect, however, to the 
supposed abuse of charity, you are quite mistaken, 
or rather guilty of the same wilful misrepresenta- 
tions as in other instances. You know perfectly 
well, or you ought to know, that neither the Lon- 
don nor the Missionary Society ever held out the 
prospect of any temporal advantages to the Jews, 
that they might thereby be enticed to embrace the 
Christian Faith. This, I admit, would be the way 
to make hypocrites, and utterly inconsistent with 
the principles of Christianity. It is simply to sup- 
_ ply the wants of such Jews, as, from the profession 
of that faith, have become the victims of persecution 
amongst 


Page 13-—24. + Page 29. 
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amongst their own Brethren, and are driven from 
their families, or their occupations in life, that this 
relief is afforded, or intended to be afforded. If 
you are acquainted with the New Testament, you 
know what the old law of the Synagogue was in the 
time of Jesus Christ, viz. “‘ That if any man did con- 
“fess that Jesus was the Christ, he should be put 
« out of the Synagogue.”* You know too, that this 
daw is not yet abrogated ; and that the moment aJew 
embraces, or appears to favor, Christianity, he is 
persecuted and beset by all his Brethren, even to 
the taking away his life, if the laws of the coun- 
try would permit; and that they contend the Mo- 
saical Law jus‘ifies them in so do.ng; witness, 
the martyrdom of Stephen;t+ so truly did our 
Lord Jesus Christ prophesy upon this subject ; “« The 
“ time cometh, that whosoever killeth you, will think 
“ that he doeth God service.’’f 


You, Sir, profess to be a great admirer of, and 
very grateful for the blessings of Toleration, and 
the Religious Liberties the English Constitution af- 
fords to Jews amongst others ; will you please to re- 
concile with those professions the conduct above 
alluded to? Will you please to justify the conduct 
of those who, whilst themselves are experiencing 
the utmost liberty of conscience from an existing 
government of another faith, shew their gratitude 

7 for 


* John, ix, 22. +t Acts, vil. 59. t John, xvi. 2, 
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for such indulgence, by persecuting, and ill treat- 


ing, every individual of their own Sect, whether 


connected with them or not, whether of the same 


country or not, who, exercising the same_liberty 


of conscience as they themselves enjoy, becomes a 


convert to the faith of that government? Will you. 


please, Sir, to reconcile with such professions, your 
own conduct, in vilifying and abusing a society, 
and an individual, of whom you know nothing ; and 
whose only offence to you is, that they dare to avail 
themselves of the benefits of that Toleration you pro- 
fess to admire ?* It is certainly true, that the Lon- 
don Society profess to promote Christianity amongst 
the Jews ; it is certainly true, that they are of opi- 
nion, other means, besides preaching the Gospel, are 
necessary ; but does it thence follow, that force or 
fraud are to be adopted? You know too much of 
the English Law, to have any such apprehensions ; 
and if truth had been your object, you would not 

have 


* With the same candour and liberality as the English Israelite 
attacks Mr. Frey, and the London Society, he also belabours poor 
Solomon Duitch, an extract from whose life was given in the So- 
ciety’s Address, There is one little inaccuracy, however, in the 
Observations upon this point, see p. 19, where our author says, 
Kt is only necessary for me to state, &c. The candid reader will, 
however, think it necessary for him to prove the contradiction he 
alludes to: until he condescends to do so, it is sufficient for me to 
state, that Duitch’s Narrative is sufficiently well authenticated to 
induce belief, and consequently that the pretty litile stories told 
by the English Israelite, are the inventions of a head and beast 
fertile only in mischief. 
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have passed over the following passage in the Lon- 
don Society’s first Tract. ‘ At this School no undue 
« influence will be exerted to'\compel Jewish Chil- 
“dren to become Christians; but they will be 
« anxiously instructed how to judge for themselves ; 
“ and suitable books will be given to such as prove 
“ themselves trust-worthy.”* Neither would you 
have forgot to allude to the following notice at the 
end of the same Tract: “ The Jews are also respect- 
“fully informed, that the whole of the Old Testa-— 
_ “ment, in English, may be had of Mr. Frey, 31, 
“Mount Street, Whitechapel Road, at the low 

“ price of 2s.”’+ 
The London Society, in common with all real 
Christians, do not pretend that “they are” the 
Oracles of God; nor do they admit that the “ Jews” 
ever “ were;” but they state, “ that the Jews re- 
“ ceived the lively Oracles to give unto us,”T (viz. 
the Christians, ) and that “ unto the Jews were com- 
“ mitted the Oracles of God :”§ and as they believe 
that both the Old and New Testament were dictated 
by the Holy Ghost, or Spirit of God, and are there- 
fore of equalauthority, and finding that all the impor- 
‘tant passages of the former relating to Messiah, are 
| explained, 


London Society's Tract, No. I. p. 11. 

+ Ibid. p. 12. This is not translated for the purpose, but the 
common Oxford Bible, and which is adinitted by most Jews to he 
correct, with a few exceptions only, and the New Testament is not 
subjoined, 

t Acts, vil, 38, § Romans, mn. 2. 
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explained, and applied by and to Jesus Christ in 
the latter, how can they, in consistency with that 
belief, do other than hold, that the true construc- 
tion of the Old Testament is with them? Were 
they to act otherwise, 1t would be to give to modern 
Jews, more credit than to the Spirit of God him- 


self! And with respect to this subject, it may be 


right to refer you to the several works inthe mar- 
gin,* in which, amongst other points, you will find 
this principle clearly demonstrated, viz. that there 
are no arguments by which a Jew could prove the 
divine original of the Old Testament against an In- 
fidel, but which will, at the same time, and with 
equal force, prove the divine original of the New 
Testament against a Jew. Now, Sir, this is worthy 
your most serious consideration. I never have seen 
it controverted, and believe it will stand the test of 
inquiry. Try your hand at it ; and if you cannot 


shake its force, be honest enough to turn Christian. 


I do not despair of you. That same Being whocon- 
verted Saul of Tarsus, haspower to break in pieces, 


and soften, the heart even of an “ English Israelite.” 
You 


* Leslie’s short and easy Method with the Jews, Grotius de 


Veritate Christiane Religionis. West’s Observations on the Histo- 
ry and Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Dr. Bell’s 
Enquiry into the Divine Mission of Jesus Christ and John the Bap- 
tist. Dr. Hale’s Dissertations. Bishop Horsley’s Translation of 
the Prophet Hosea. Dr. Shuckford’s Connection of Sacred and 
Piophane History. N, B. These Authors were no Fanatics, and all 
but Grotius of the Church of England. 
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You complain that in the Address of the London 
Society, you have been misquoted. I have careful- 
ly reperused the passage, and compared it with the 
quotation ; and I will here give that passage to the 
public, and request you to point out where the 
context is to be found, that militates against the 
effect raised by the quotation. 


*« The most striking and material difference be- 
“ tween the Christian Nations of Europe, with whom 
“ we are mixed, and ourselves, is chiefly attributa- 
‘‘ble to our more humble attainments of useful 


“ knowledge ; nor has the poor Jew, even in this tru- 


‘ly charitable and hospitable kingdom, the same op- 
‘‘ portunities as others, to obtain early and profitable 
“instruction. Our Charity Schools are by far too 
“limited in number, and in resources, for the ad- 
“ mission of even a third part of our indigent vouth ; 
‘and whose necessities, arising from the poverty of 
“their parents, frequently compel them to turn out 
‘to seek a livelihood at those tender years which 
“ should have been devoted to some of the elemen- 


“tary branches of education.” 


‘“ Thus are they cut off, as it were, in the bud, 
‘ from acquiring the first step towards respectful 


-* situations and employments, and which, inalong 


‘* course of life, unless Fortune in some shape be- 
friend them, cannot fail most severely to be felt 


“ and 


* Tetter to the Parisian Sanhedmm, p. 
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and lamented. Ignorance, which is every where 
“the root of error, and not unfrequently of the 
“ vilest depravities in human nature, has, indeed, 
“ sunk but too many into a state of the lowest men- 
“ tal debasement; while at the same time, it has 
“ only served to cover them with rags and infamy. 
“You have talked much of your public schools ; but 
“IT cannot hear that any have yet been erected. 
“ These, I confess, appear to be every where much 
: wanted Within the pales of our religion. Many 


have objections to place their Children at Christian 


« Seminaries: this, I think, where no attempts are 
«made to change the religious tenets of the pupils, 
« at best is but a weak objection: yet why not se- 
« lectsuch masters from among the professors of the 
same faith, who can at once teach them the ver- 
“ nacular language of the country in which they are 


_ born, and the simple duties of their own religion ; 
“and which, without the assistance of either the 
_ “ Talmud or Gomorah, may equally make them vir- 


 tuous men, and good scholars. How many old 
« clothes men, venders of oranges, slippers, and 
« shoe-strings, would this day be found following 
“ some more useful and industrious occupation, had 
« the friendly genius of Education shed her benig- 
‘‘ nant influence over their youthful days! Had they 
« been taughtsome profitable mechanical art or trade, 
« the public prisons and streets would ‘not exhibit 
“such frequent scenes of their profligacy and 


wretchedness, ”’ 
} It 
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It is by no means my object or desire, nor is it’ 
consistent with the spirit of the London Society, to 
find fault with the Jewish Establishments, further 
than to shew the propriety and necessity of such an 
Institution as the present; but as you have thought 
proper, in your Observations,* to set offin such a 
pompous manner the Charities belonging to the Jew- 
ish People, I will just refer to the accounts of ‘a 
modern author upon the subject, who states, that 
the funds of the Jews’ Hospital at Mile End, will © 
allow the Institution to admit only five Men, five 
Women, ten Boys, and eight Girls.t Whether he is’ 
correct, or not, Ido not know; but if he is, you 
gain little by the subject ; if not, he should be con- 
tradicted. 


Having now cursorily noticed what appeared to 
me worthy of any attention, I commend you to 
the keeping of that Jehovah in whom I believe, 
‘(and in whom I hope you shortly will believe ; ) 
and in taking my leave, request that, if you should 
ever adventure as a Writer again upon the same— 
subject, you will begin by indulging the public 
with a paraphrase upon the following Commentary - 
of Rabbi Judah Hakkadosh upon Jeremiah xxxi, 32: 
“Hic quoque est Deus, amans Filias Jerusalem, 
“ ut generetur Rex Messias ex una earum. Conci- 


* Page 23. 
t See a Review of Religions, printed by Ballantyne and Co. 
of Edinburgh. 
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 piet autem et.pariet;» remanebitque Virgo :”” ai and 
then» take” the. trouble of : travelling through the, 
‘Commentators: tipon the Prophecies 
“to the Méssiali, both ‘prior and subsequent to ithe 
birthiof: Jesus Christ; faithfully inform us in, 
how many instances the latter have given a different 
and construction from -theformer, 
and for what reason. they have done so: and also 
explain to us those passages in Miniabeciegi 
Eiko, which: relate to: Messiah. 


4 
| ‘Your humble Servant, » 
PERSEVERANS, 


bag Re 4 A zealous Freyite 
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